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FROM THE EDITORS: 
The study of Third World legal issues represents a newly 
emerging field. It is a field that is not free from contro-
versy. To be sure, the very concept "Third World" invites 
debate. 
The Boston College Third World Law Journal affirms the 
need to be concerned with Third World affairs, and Third World 
legal affairs in particular. As former Ambassador McHenry has 
pointed out, our fate as a nation is inextricably bound up 
with the fate of the nations of the developing world. 
The first three articles provide an example of the difT 
ferent contexts in which Third World legal issues may be framed. 
In the opening article, Professor Winston Langley presents a 
definition of the term "Third World." In the following two 
pieces Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick and former Ambassador 
Donald McHenry focus upon the kind of policy we as a nation 
should adopt toward the Third World. As these materials sug-
gest, the ~pectrum of opinion on these matters is wide. It 
ranges from Professor Langley's conclusion that future world 
opinion may ultimately hinge on our ability to appreciate 
Third World needs and aspirations, to Ambassador Kirkpatrick's 
hesitance to acknowledge the existence of a Third World. 
The editors of the Boston College Third World Law Journal 
invite open and balanced discussion of these increasingly vi-
tal matters. We hope to contribute to a deeper understanding 
of Third World legal issues, in part, by providing a forum in 
which such dialogue can take place. 
